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Wilder, Robert The Sun Shadow generally approve Carol’s early demise for she 
Aug. 318p. $3.95. (IIb) sorely tries one’s patience and one’s credulity. 

Characters like Carol Hillyard are more attractive Carol was the only child Mark Hillyard, old 

fiction than they are real life. Author Wilder pirate who had amassed great fortune and whose 

must have arrived the same conclusion for brings Hillyard Enterprises controlled any number business 

his heroine early grave when she only thirty- firms. When Carol was scarcely out her teens she 

seven years age. Readers The Sun Shadow the old man, (her affectionate term for her 
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father), give her New York newspaper for her very 
own. The great depression was and newspapers 
were losing money. But Carol, handicapped only 
slightly total lack experience, became great 
publisher time she knew that 
the staid old paper needed more pictures and more 
comics and new editorial policy. Old experienced 
newsmen the staff had accept the views the 
enfant terrible look for other jobs. Chris Chandler, 
the youthful city editor, was exception. Carol liked 
his work, and she liked him well enough enlarge his 
duties include those lover. Chandler soon found 
the business and pleasure mixture quite unsatisfactory. 
quit his job and soon married girl with ordinary 
feminine instincts. incensed this act de- 
fiance, hurried home Virginia and took marriage 
amiable but impecunious loafer the name 
Bootsie Warrington. Bootsie was delighted get his 
fingers the Hillyard till but had further ambi- 
mildly, had interest child-bearing. She received 
the news impending motherhood with vituperative 
blast that must alienate all readers. Nevertheless, she 
was persuaded endure the process child-birth, and 
when that was accomplished she left the child with 
attendants and hurried off New York. 


After all, someone had inform the public about 
Franklin Roosevelt’s eminent qualifications for the 
Presidency. Someone had point the way out the 
Depression. Someone had see the storm clouds 
gathering Europe. And who but the incredible Carol 
Hillyard Warrington had the breadth vision, the 
ability grapple with the big issues the day, the 
sense history, and all other attributes suitable for one 
who wields the power the press? Author Wilder 
may have his tongue his cheek but seems expect 
believe that the comely blonde her early twen- 
ties had somehow acquired such rare gifts. Nothing 
the novel justifies such conclusion. Carol had 
attended Miss Parkinson’s Academy for Young Ladies; 
she had undoubtedly received some informal instruc- 
tion from her father, which was obviously not for young 
ladies. Nothing her background seemed qualify 
her for life public service. Actually, she had two 
things: unlimited supply money and mean dis- 
position. Such combinations occur, but rarely where 
youth and beauty meet. ungallant Mr. Robert 
Wilder suggest that Carol Hillyard was notable 


exception. 
James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Gregor, Manfred The Bridge 
Random House. 215p. $3.50. (Ila) 


When the war was all but over and everything had 
gone kaput, catching one’s breath and analyzing the 
situation became important. The General needed time 
and saw only one way get it. So, the order was 
given: expect the bridge held, come what may. 
you understand?” The seven who received that 
order were the future Germany, each sixteen years 
age, part the last barrel-scraping contingent from 
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the little town. They understood. They understood 
but still remained hard-pressed determine what 
all meant and why had be. The question create 
the meaning this novel. The answer remains 
question. 

Drafted few short weeks before 
field-gray uniforms, these boys tucked into their 
sacks few memories from their brief lives and 
serve flashbacks heighten the tense moments 
which they face the imminence death. Each 
plains the action the individual involved; all cop. 
tribute the shattering impact the 
Gregor, telling the story, like man talking him. 
self and asking Why? Why? Why? 


The youngsters hold the bridge and our interest. The 
story and the telling are inseparable: each 
devastation. The irony the subtle under. 
statement the event and the author’s compassionate 
handling the individuals. They are real and 
earnest, however frightened and immature. 


Every soldier has war story tell; but this one 
the best come way. does not once into 
sentimental nonsense, but gets down the hard, cruel 
business war; and therein lies its power. more 
intriguing than The Naked and the Dead, more direct 
than From Here Eternity, more compelling and 
passionate than even All Quiet the Western Front. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Gerson, Noel The Yankee from Tennessee 
Doubleday. Aug. 382p. $4.50. 


fictionalized biography the seventeenth president 
the United States, this novel tells the story 


drew Johnson from 1828 until his death 1875. 


the outset has just been rejected suitor 
belle Laurens, South Carolina. takes his small 
savings from his tailor shop, goes home Raleigh and 
moves his mother from there Tennessee, pioneer 
country. Again tailoring Greenville meets and 
marries Eliza McCardle who teaches him read and 
write. interest government aroused his first 
reading the Constitution extended into politics 
Gradually rises through local offices the governor 
ship the state and the Senate. The Senate 
the great battlefield, occupied abolitionists, 
holders slavery and some few moderates like 
son. 


When the Civil War broke out, Johnson escaped with 
his life, but without his family, from seceding 
and continued speak for his state 
arena. became Lincoln’s choice for running 
coalition ticket and succeeded Lincoln after 
assassination. Extremists both sides were 
after the war and the radical republicans the North 
impeached Johnson the House 
Although acquitted the Senate, Johnson was not 
elected. 1875, after six years retirement, 
turned the Senate where briefly preached 
tion and brotherhood died the 
that year. 
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career has been worthy more attention 
than has received and his good qualities deserve 
This novel may serve stimulate reading 
the work man who put Union before local 
novel, the book has several flaws. Style not 
acceptable and transitions from broad historical 
immediate view personal figures are 
unskilled. The book almost half over 
one informed, with prior reference, that 
always had fight craving for 
dentally, his intoxication the day his speech 
incident, despite the apparent life-long craving. 
But otherwise, The Yankee from Tennessee suitable 
for general reading. 

Clinton 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Spark, Muriel The Ballad Peckham Rye 
lippincott. July 29, 1960. 160p. $3.75. (IIb) 


When, 1957 and 1958, English book reviewers re- 
ceived advanced copies Muriel Spark’s The Com- 
and Robinson, they did not know quite what 
make her. Was she detective-story parodist, alleg- 
orist with Gothic subject matter, proselytizer for 
critic English Catholicism? She had been 
“introduced” Evelyn Waugh and had the blessing 
Graham Greene, her talent having more affinity with 
the former than with the latter. Most (still puzzled) 
reviewers praised her next-to-latest novel, Memento 
Mori, saying that the serio-comic author showed future 
promise. Considering Miss Spark’s latest, The Ballad 
Rye, think can longer say that she 
isa promising novelist merely; she has matured into one 
the first-rate, genuinely comic writers our time. 


The plot truly ballad. plunges medias res, 
Humphrey Place, the bridegroom confronted with the 
“Wilt thou take answering 
imply, “No, quite frank, won’t.” For the 
dramatic climax take place the beginning 
amusing departure from the ballad form. However, 
isrepeated again its proper place when all the details 
leading are filled in. The background, given 
obscurely every good ballad, proceeds rapid 
pace, the emphasis action, motivation frequently 
not given all. The picaresque hero, certain Scot, 
byname Dougal Douglas (or sometimes Douglas Dougal 
and Dougal-Douglas), Arts man hired textile 
frm “human research,” descends Peckham 
writer for autobiography broken down old 
actress with the code name Cheese.) His deviltry 
the upsetting Peckham’s entire population. 
exerts his undue influence Humphrey, causing 
the walkout the wedding. His employer Mr. Druce, 
fascinated Dougal’s superior mind, finally murders 
his mistress, Merle Coverdale, head the typing pool 
and the main source Dougal’s “human research.” 
Dougal also joins Druce’s competitive firm and uses his 
motivational research jargon well that nearly be- 
comes partner. gets league with Mephisto- 
the prophet Nelly Mahone who old hag 
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lapsed from her religion religious grounds; later 
loses her source information Packham’s 
juvenile criminals when maliciously tells her he’s 
cop. Humphrey Place’s rival for Dixie’s hand, Trevor 
Lomas, the titular head Peckham’s teddy boys, and 
though marks Dougal fight (in under- 
ground tunnel where nun’s bones are being excavated), 
can’t penetrate Dougal’s mysterious mask. Peck- 
ham not the same place when Dougal (after his 
catalyst activity has exposed crime, adultery, pre-marital 
sex really immoral, whereas previously only absen- 
teeism from the factory was forced 
leave. This exposure modern hypocritical morality 
the serious side the ballad’s theme, incrementally 
repeated. 

wonderful British movie several years back, Pass- 
Pimlico, recalled the hilarious episodes 
this acidly comic novel. And, good news, there might 
sequel. Miss Spark seems promise: “Much 
could told Dougal’s subsequent life. returned 
from Africa and became novice Franciscan mon- 
astery. Before was asked leave, the Prior had 
endured nervous breakdown and several the monks 
had broken their vows obedience actuality, and 
their other vows desire; Dougal pleaded his powers 
exorcist vain.” Sir Alec, believe, would 
excellent the role Dougal, the mischievous pseudo- 
exorcist. 

John Murray, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Dormann, Genevieve The Seasons Love 
Aug. 10,1960. 156p. $3.50. (IV) 

The Seasons Love too superficial “study” 
love, too brief called “parade’ ’of love. Per- 
haps this first novel the young French writer, Gene- 
vieve Dormann, most accurately described 
love. 


But qualifications will necessary. 


Miss Dormann’s heroine Marianne, married Marc 
“just for change, because was there, because 
found amusing called ‘Mrs.’, for stupid reasons.” 
And when she meets Thomas Sandier, she falls 
love with him, (undoubtedly, the circumstances 
the story reveal, because was and tells her- 
self that “the sin was return Marc, live 
Marc’s house the shelter ancient promise which 
had never had any meaning and which would have 
been ridiculous and shameful keep spite every- 
thing.” 


Now those qualifications the term, 
though they must apparent already. The Seasons 
Love assembles substantial array the stock ex- 
cuses, self-pitying rationalizations and shallow cliches 
used justify—only one label can applied—adulter- 
ous lust. Marc bores her, does not understand her; 
Thomas does not love his wife, she bores him; Thomas 
married gain social prestige; his love for Marianne 
his only true love. Later, Marianne makes love with 
Jean-Louis, undoubtedly because was “there” and 
Thomas was not. 
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number analogies are drawn between the practices 
the Catholic religion and the practices love. But 
since the love the case this novel lust, cannot 
other than offensive read, “Just the Church 
recommends the physical position prayer order 
begin really pray, kneeled before Love and made 
all the advances which should. have seduced him.” 
then again, “One day, understood the extremely 
pagan veneration that Catholics have for fragments 
objects: had living relic. This hair 


examples could on. 


The book sophisticated. reads well, for which 
acknowledgment certainly due the translator, 
Elaine Desautels. There literate polish the writ- 
ing; the style vivid; the narrative maintains interest. 
But all this veneer. Miss Dormann’s creation 
not worth the literary effort. Intrinsically, trash. 
The Seasons Love “Lechery, lechery; nothing 
else holds fashion.” 

George Perry, 

College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Loomis, Edward Heroic Love 
Knopf. Aug. 15,1960. 245p. $3.75. (IIb) 

With “Powerful, simple, tender, these four short novels 
—plus short story—are the work fine American 
author the beginning the jacket blurb, and 
with “These beautiful tales will prized those who 
want what readers have wanted through the ages: 
moved—by the moving experiences other human 
beings the conclusion the blurb, this reviewer 
cannot agree. Instead being moved the narra- 
tives, was bored; instead being affected the 
characters, was repelled; only the chatty style 
Edward Loomis occasicnally held his interest. 


The first the small novels, the title story, concerns 
itself with cerebral cowman who bedeviled his 
adulterous interest the wife one his friends. 
The author takes noncommittal, not sympatheic, 
attitude toward his hero’s plight. Furthermore, 
treats the whole experience with Chaucerian gusto. 


The second short novel, Mustangs, least has some 
appeal for masculine readers, for concentrates upon 
the hunting wild horses. The treatment the chase, 
the hazards involved, the skill demanded, and the 
triumph roping the quarry are all detailed with 
communicable immediacy. The characters delineated 
are quite plausible, too, and the Western background 
vividly etched. 


The short story—since only twenty pages, must 
the short story—titled Wounds reveals infantry- 
man’s discovery himself under fire. told from 
the first person point view, are most these tales, 
and achieves some effect representing the callow 
soldier’s reaction the horrifying impact total war. 


The third short novel, Friendship, routine and 
somewhat tiresome treatise fellowship, with Jewish 
sergeant and Southern private the principal char- 
acters. The old trick opposites being repelled from 
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each other only united deathless friendship 
the theme. But has novel stimulating 
ment make the situation which creates. 


The final short novel, perhaps ironically titled 
riage, dissects cuckoldry. has lecherous 
soldier outwitted vengeful German woman. 
also has the implication that German priest 
cumbed bribe perform marriage ceremony 
without any the customary investtigation. This 
perhaps was originally penned Boccaccio, for 
his genre. 


most these stories there the guttersnipe 

phemy, profanity and vulgarity, the attitude that sexual 

promiscuity above moral censure, and 

leer whenever women are involved. Such then are the 
beautiful tales” which move readers. 


Brendan Larnen, 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Fairbrother, Nan The Cheerful Day 
Knopf. July 18,1960. 242p. $4.50. (1) 


The Cheerful Day family book for family about: 
family. All parents, particularly parents boys, wil 
want read it, and having read it, will want 
other parents. There are such good passages 
share, some with the boys, some with husband ora 
wife. Nan Fairbrother and her family move from the 
country the teeming city London. takes three 
years for the parents—Dardy and her husband, Doctor 
William, and the boys, Peter and John—to feel home 
and accept the city noises background their 
everyday life. For nine years are allowed watch 
this family adapt themselves and become Londoners. 
see them through the thoughts 
Dardy the daily home life. see them “more 
than house arranged.” see them house and 
family united.” see two children, one serious and 
the other light-heartedly gay, and “like all children, 
they are clear-sighted and ruthless observers 
own kind.” see them grow and change from small 
boys sophisticated young young-adults. Mothers will 
recognize tinge sadness the pride with which the 
gap between childhood and manhood bridged the 
boy-child attains his ambition tall and then 
taller than his mother, height being the symbol his 
mother’s authority. 


This quiet book. Yet there are all the lovable 
teasing, the fun, and the practical jokes two boys 
who “are like healthy wind blowing through the 
house, boisterous and rough and tiresome, but quite 
without malice sulks any ill-feeling.” Miss 
cloth’s insight into the behavior her boys she lets 
them their own growing and her serene handling 
questions and problems will make every woman 
want know her. She able introduce literature 
and art the boys through their own interests the 
moment. For Miss Faircloth observes and 
will very well bait catch their enthusiasm. 


For long they become conscious the arts, 


scarcely matters how. Works art, once swallowed, 
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live their own lives our developing mind and sensi- 
bilities 

Her sentences are beautifully turned there are 
many instances poetical prose. black cat with 
white legs passes swiftly along the top the wall 
above me, its body gliding with motion flowing 
water uninterrupted the twinkling its legs be- 
neath.” 


Miss Faircloth the author English Year and 
Men and Gardens. She must charming woman. 
busy London life, she has created “house and 
family united.” The Cheerful Day enjoyed will 
long remembered. Recommended. 


Carmen Collier, 
Los Angeles, California 


Taylor, Griffin Mortlake 
Houghton, Mifflin. July 25,1960. 378p. $4.50. (Ila) 
The jacket blurb for Mortlake, Griffin Taylor, de- 
scribes the book strong and moving novel with 
exotic background and timeless theme truly 
original and beautiful book.” Mortlake does not quite 
come this enthusiastic accolade; but indeed 
well written novel. Basically, the story 
the adjustment Mortlake, Englishman, the 
mind another country, Finland, the 1939 era just 
before the Russian war. 


Mortlake first disillusioned with his position 
the staff distant logging camp near the Russian 
who hates his job, the climate and has something less 
than sincere regard for the people. His first entrance 
into Finland’s internal problems comes when one 
the loggers, Suomalainen, shot death near the 
border, probably Russian patrol. Suddenly, 
summoned Helsinki Manders, top executive 
the lumber company, some mundane business mat- 
ter, and Mortlake suddenly realizes that the trip the 
big city which long anticipated irritating him. 
wants return the logging camp help the 
investigation the logger’s death. Manders aston- 
ished this and advises him strictly impersonal 
and business-like with the Finns; their problems are not 
his. But Mortlake has his doubts. 


These doubts are furthered when falls love with 
Aino, Finnish girl and sister Linnankoski, public 
relations man for the logging camp, and rather mys- 
terious nationalist. His visit concert with Aino, 
and his reactions while listening the music, are re- 
corded clever stream-of-consciousness manner 
which remarkable for its lucidity and artistic control. 
wishes marry the girl, advised against 
Manders, and, after consultation with Aino, returns 
the camp where she herself arrives few days later 
visit her brother. 


From this point, action all sorts envelops the reader. 
cryptic Frenchman named Michaux enters the story, 
and provides the occasion for marvelously described 
rescue and violent attempt ravish Aino, Lin- 
nankoski instrumental rescuing the drowning 
Michaux and Mortlake himself rises 
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proportions his foiling Michaux’s assault the 
this point the novel, Mortlake’s career is, 
for better worse, closely knit Finland, her people 
and her cause. Michaux, obviously the piece’s villain, 
Communist and his escape from Mortlake’s 
fists kills camp foreman. The story climaxed 
spectacular chase sequence which Mortlake and 
Linnankoski pursue and finally capture Michaux, the 
latter going his death accompanied the brave man 
who risked his life save him earlier the novel. 
Mortlake’s task bring the body Linnankoski 
back his sister. 

Mr. Taylor’s novel not without faults. Michaux, for 
example, exhibits certain characteristics the Western 
concept the malicious communist; indeed, would 
well home any “B” spy movie. And the “stout 
fellow” attitude Mortlake when holds back re- 
vealing Michaux’s Russian affiliations, simply because 
promised the scoundrel, hard accept. But these 
objections are overshadowed the splendid handling 
the central character and the rather subtle treatment 
the general theme the universality brotherhood. 
Mortlake does not become Finn the novel’s con- 
clusion, but clearly realizes that injustice and love 
can any country, one will look closely 
about him. 


But the novel’s most significant feature its style. The 
author, one time resident Finland, knows the 
country well and able capture its flavor even 
the dialogue. His Finnish characters talk remarkably 
like Finns, for Taylor able preserve the unsophisti- 
cated straightforwardness the inhabitants this re- 
markable country even the dialogue. 


Taylor’s handling the natural surroundings excel- 
lent. His renderings the cyclically bleak and beau- 
tiful land are vivid, functional and, times, poetic. 
Quietly cursed the stars, and the endless gloom. His de- 
sire for light was like thirst; for the light which would not 
come, rather which came with the unwearied caution 
beast stalking its prey; which concealed itself the very 
last moment shadow and dark which did 
not flow into the world, but was decanted some niggard 
hand not from the sky, but along the snow that seemed 
proceed out it. The snow the far North, massive 
the dark itself; brighter and lighter than the winter sun; 
grand reflector all stars, lanterns and leaden skies, that 
the earth itself seemed Lucifer; have the kind glow 
saint’s face has when the hagiographers talk unearthly 
radiance. 
This gift the author transmitting the very essence 
Finland and her courageous people brings Mortlake 
well above the cut the usual “foreigner-abroad” 
novel, and gives every indication that may expect 
even better books from Griffin Taylor. 
William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Osaragi, Jiro The Journey 


Knopf. July 18, 1960. 352p. $4.50. (IIb) 

This unusual novel. The plot very thin, but 
the people one meets this work are the kind one 
meets every day, except for cne thing: they live 
modern Japan which being Westernized, but which 
struggling retain its identity. 
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Taeko could the typical young woman who has 
broken away from her home seek independence. 
Yet, the presence her sister, Tazuko, who constantly 
reminds Taeko her forwardness—her working away 
from home, her living alone, her planning marriage 
without parental consent—symbolizes the struggle be- 
tween the old and the new Japan after the Occupa- 
tion. Her love for Tsugawa, the handsome young man 
who never quite learned sense responsibility, and 
the love which Sutekichi bore for her present triangle 
which could found easily countless novels 
America. Too, Tsugawa’s entanglement with Mrs. 
Iwamuro, another triangle too frequently found mod- 
ern fiction; the pilfering her uncle’s money and 
Sutekichi’s willingness sacrifice himself for Taeko; 
the physical, almost brutish, desires which Tsugawa’s 
masculine “roughness” arouses both women: all 
these could easily have been lifted directly from many 
Western novel. 


There, however, the resemblance stops. handling 
what could have been trite material, Osaragi trans- 
forms the incidents into personal struggles within the 
characters, struggles for identity, just Japan 
struggling keep herself Japanese spite the mod- 
ernization which war defeat has brought. Tsuwaga 


irresponsible, his irresponsibility battle scar which 
cannot erase. Mrs. Iwamuro hard, cold, calcu- 
lating, woman without sense sin, the for- 
eigners who have made such thing necessary. Mr. 
Okamoto lives world mists, except matters 
money, because has lost his only son and heir 
Sutekichi and Professor Segi aredreamers 


the war. 
who are longer considered successes because they 
not produce; the Professor’s long speeches anyone 
who willing listen—to Sutekichi, his former stu- 
dent, and Mr. Okamoto, who owes him debt 
gratitude—are studded with criticisms Japanese who 
ape American customs and apparel. says: for 
Americans they look natural; for the Japanese they 
appear artificial. 


Similarly, the descriptive passages, beautiful Japanese 
landscapes, there relationship between the char- 
acters and what they see. When their mood warm, 
the scene takes glowing hue; when there unhap- 
piness, the picture cold, uninviting. What Taeko 
muses about Tsugawa’s description the red maples, 
“He made sound though the leaves were sentient 
creatures who deliberately made their way from the top 
the mountains down the sea,” could well said 
all the descriptions nature The Journey. 
Frequent similes the conversations, too, indicate the 
characteristics the speakers: man speaks, is. 


Jiro Osaragi the final analysis Japanese the 
old order. refers constantly Japanese history and 
literature, Japanese haiku, (the Professor quotes quite 
few, and Sutekichi seems frankly ignorant 
them); too, there are philosophical and descriptive 
passages which are suspiciously like haikus throughout 
the book. presents Western culture seemingly 
unfavorable light when compared that the 
orientals. 


the debit side, there are two reservations. The 
style jerky because lack transition. This could 


well the fault the translator, Ivan Morris, who 
could attempting approximate the graphic 
Japanese writing and thinking. What 
more certainly the fault the translator the 
use slang indicate colloquial Japanese speech, even 
when teacher-student like Sutekichi musing. 
spite these reservations, this reviewer recommends Osa. 
The Journey the mature and discriminating 
reader. 

Oscar Bouise, 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


O’Meara, Walter The Savage Country 
Houghton, Mifflin. 308p. $5.00. (IIb) 


There greater tribute one can pay author 
than wonder why one had not read his earlier works, 
this reviewer proceeded joyfully from page page 
this magnificent book, kept saying himself: 
“Why have not met O’Meara before?” The build-up 
was great that decided the spot that must 
read some this writer’s earlier works, works about 
the North West Company, the Northwest Passage, the 
Grand Portage: the land Indians, French, British, 
Americans, dogs, sleds, canoes, fights, orgies, balls, 
scourges, massacres, weddings, births, hens, birds, rivers 
and lakes, men and women, pemmican, buffalo, 
and beaver. 


That, sum, what pictured The Savage Coun- 
try. pictured for the reader result the pains 
taking transliteration the author another pains 
taking venture: the diary Alexander Henry the 
Younger, diary covering fifteen years his life 
member the North West Company, 
Autumn 1799 May 21, 1814. 


was accustomed sit late, with candle burning 
tent, for some time after the fires had been put 
out,” wrote Henry; and with the freshness immedi- 
ate recall, wrote much. There are times when 
detailed that one feels that can remember hav- 
ing lived through the incident himself; there are times 
whn says little that one wonders how such day 
could exist among the others filled with life. There 
are times when objective; there are others when 
almost too subjective. But always there with 
the keen eye the observer, like Shakespeare, like 
Whitman’s “child who went forth every day,” who 
was ever observing, ever relating. 


Thus Alexander Henry the Younger. And thus Walter 
O’Meara, who, using the diaries the former, looking 
over his shoulder, were, weaves tale the men 
who made the North West Company; the lands 
and people they conquered and befriended; the 
women who followed married them and bore 
children and cared for them; the trails they made 
and followed their movement West, ever searching 
for the pelts the beaver which made into felt were 
used make fashionable hats for the ladies the 
courts Europe the 17th and 18th centuries. And 
always the reader, just over the shoulder Walter 
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tense, hurried along, soaks this tale, “history” 
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the jacket calls it), more intriguing than any fiction 
created the bold imagination man. 


One meets Henry the Younger the summer rendez- 
yous the North West Company the Grand Por- 
tage; there one also meets the Partners, the Porkeaters, 
the Winterers the Company, and, course, the first 
long list Indian tribes whose names one has met 
before only history books. Then proceeds with 
Henry over water and land his westerly travels: over 
the Northwest Road the jointure the Pembina and 
Red Rivers. There remained seven years. From his 
diary during this period one obtains some the most 
intimate pictures life these outposts human 
existence. Amidst the struggle for life which went 
constantly, Henry could write: “My hen having laid 
eggs, and appearing inclined set, put them under 
her.” And later: “Out eggs, hen hatched 
chicks.” 


proceeds, the reader visits the Mandan, the blond 
Indians, proceeds Fort Vermilion, crosses the moun- 
tains and finally arrives Astoria the Pacific, 
Fort George, where ended his diary, and his life 
was ended drowning. 


There never dull moment this wonderful ac- 
count. Walter O’Meara has seen that. With the 
skill novelist and the scholarship historian, 
weaves together the materials with which works, 
never exchanging fact for fiction, yet ever aware the 
climaxes, the tensions which precede them, the relax- 
ing denouements which follow them, the writer 
fiction is. Surely book like this, containing the quali- 
ties both history and fiction, better than either. 
Yet, one must remember: true history. 


This reviewer can only recommend (to the adult reader 
discriminaiton) that read for himself; promises 
that too will carried away. 

Oscar Bouise 


Mulvihill, William The Sands Kalahiri 
Putnam. July 256p. $3.95. (IIb) 


uncharted private plane carrying seven passengers 
from Angola across Southwestern Africa runs into 
night storm and, out gas, puts down belly land- 
ing arid desert. The radio broken, there was 
logging the flight; so, doubtful that the plane 
and its passengers will missed. They are strangely 
assorted group. Sturtevant, the pilot feels responsible 
for the crash and assumes leadership and responsibility 
for the rest. Detjens dies during the first night the 
desert. Grimmelmann German his seventies, 
but strong and with resource; Jefferson Smith young 
negro who teaching Harvard but has come 
Africa Ford Foundation grant. Mike Bain was 
engineer and searching for job spite having 
practically wrecked his health drinking. O’Brien 
wealthy American, big handsome and ruthless 
search excitement. The one woman Grace Monck- 
ton, returning her parents’ farms after divorcing 

usband England. How this little group survives 
after gruelling march across the desert ridge 
barren mountains told with commendable verisimili- 
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tude. Once his charges are installed mountainside 
cave and are partly provided for the most valued 
find, rare spring water, Sturtevant starts off seek 
help. His adventures and those the group who re- 
main behind are thrilling and suspenseful. 


Author Mulvihill authority Africa, has two 
previous novels his credit, and was awarded the firs 
the recently established Putnam Awards. 


Holles, Robert Captain Cat 
Macmillan. Aug. 222p. $3.50. (III) 


English reviewer has compared this import Sal- 
inger’s Catcher the Rye. The resemblance begins 
and ends with the narrator’s point view: callow, 
cynical teen-ager. But Salinger’s hero lives casu- 
ally candid and somewhat unmoral world; Harold 
Bell, however, unadmirable, definitely cowardly 
English boy caught terrifying real world 
Boys Training Battalion. Against his wishes be- 
comes trainee outfit which would make the 


Dead End Kids look like Exeter Boys! 


Essentially, “Cat” the story non-conforming, 
sensitive youngster, Rex Boone, who retreats from the 
savage insensitivity the aggressive masochists who 
make the complement the camp. (As matter 
note this the major flaw—as see it—in the work: 
there only one decent human being the whole out- 
fit, Scottish doctor; everyone else seems live for 
one prime purpose: make living hell earth for 
his fellow creatures.) may readily that Mr. Holles 
intends show the boomerang effect evil—it con- 
stantly turns back the doer! 


However: Bell and Boone become 
because Bell, himself, can’t seem cope with the 
toughs and finds Boone butt for his personal lack 
fitness. Ultimately Bell reveals his innate insecurity 
and selfishness callous betrayal Boone. The 
denouement dramatic—but believable (especially 
Bell’s accommodation it.) Two final notes: the 
aforementioned English reviewer admired the mordant 
humor and “salty lingo.” Occasionally the English 
idiom Bell startlingly refreshing and provocative 
its sardonic perception, and, incidentally, does 
superb job revealing the key character Bell. The 
other observation (more reflection): sincerely 
hope that with this novel ex-sergeant Holles has gotten 
the dislike things military out his system. 


The “Captain Cat” the adopted one, 
nicknamed and posthumously commissioned Rex 
Boone after deliberate execution the brutes the 
battalion. sum up: mirror held for teenage 
masochists behold their folly and brutality. 


John Coppinger, 
Elmhurst, Illinois 
Beecham, Sir Thomas Frederick Delius 
Knopf. July 18, 1960. 228p. $5.75. 


Dedicated “to the memory beloved companion, 
brave and beautiful, gracious and gay, whom the 
music Delius was ever joy and mystery,” the 
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suspicion rests that this companion was Jelka, wife 
the great (perhaps the greatest) composer the early 
20th Century. This lady, artist her own right, lives 
between the lines this beautiful book, tenderly 
printed England the Anchor Press beautiful 
Bembo type and bound the United States glowing 
cardinal red for Alfred Knopf. This one the last 
Borzoi books published Knopf before his affilia- 
tion with Random House. truly labor love for 
both author and publisher. 


Four other biographies Delius have been written since 
his death 1934. But this one carries out the promise 
the author, made Jelka back 1929, such 
book the self-effacing great master. one who 
remembers “Summer Night the River” “On Hear- 
ing the First Cuckoo Spring,” usually bridged together 
symphony program, can ever forget the haunting 
character Delius’ harmonies, reminiscent the Im- 
pressionism Debussy and Ravel 
the free swing Holst and the great ‘Six.’ 


For here New Music, simple the clipped speech 
the Elizabethans found Shakespeare, Marlowe, 
Jonson, Beaumont and Fletcher, poetry found 
today perhaps only Housman and Robert Frost, 
intrinsically linked the English language survival. 
Beecham, who distinguished conductor, has found 
himself also capable painstaking scholar and 
writer doing this book. traces the life Delius 
from his birth Bradford, England, 1862 his 
burial the little churchyard Limpsfield near Oxted 
Surrey 1934; through his long visit and youthful 
ventures the United States when settled 
citrus-farm the St. John’s Florida and later 
taught music Danville, Virginia, the beautiful 
medieval house Grez-sur-Loing, outside Paris, 
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where spent most the forty years his mature life, 
guarded Jelka, his devoted wife. 


Much the book devoted Delius’ long friendship 
with Edward Grieg, Christian Sinding, Sir Edward Elgar 
and the entire world creative artists. mention 
made Sibelius, the other great giant our time; and, 
mentioning British critics music, though 
Newman and Robin Legge are included his ep. 
thusiastic admirers, Percy Scholes and Bernard 
both critics for the London Observer 
missing. Whether this intentional Sir Thomas’ part 
slip memory not know. Old familiar faces, 
Alexander Mackenzie the Royal Academy, Sir 
Landon Ronald, Sir Granville Bantock, are included; 
but mention the redoubtable John McEwen 
the Royal College. Fritz Cassirer there and Percy 
Grainger, passionate admirer Delius and inspirer, too, 
some his works based English folk tunes. 


All the great works, “The Mass Life,” “First Dance 
Rhapsody,” “Brigg Fair,” “Songs Sunset” are here 
considered. “Hassan,” his joyous opera produced 
the Knickerbocker Theater New York, and 
lage Romeo and Juliet,” well his “Requiem,” trib- 
agnostic. Renegade was from the strict observance 
Lutheranism, his request which 
carried out, buried the simple churchyard 
Limpsfield, proves his faith Almighty God, whose 
wonders nature captured directly and placed 
the everlasting garden tonality. 


Here man who could write all forms, and did. 
man broken physically the end, for could 
neither move nor see his later life. Gifted beyond the 
usual skillful and fastidious, universal appeal, indi- 
vidualistic, (for belonged definite school 
composers), violinist and pianist, fact master in- 
struments and instrumentation, alone surely ranks 
with Sibelius. lover the arts should miss this book, 
nor the music Frederick Delius. 


Franklin Dunham, Mus.D., 
Office Education, 
Washington, D.C. 


Cross, Wilbur Ghost Ship the Pole 
Sloane. July 13, 1960. 304p. $5.00. 


Man against the elements the Arctic and man against 
man the story Umberto Nobile and his 
voyage the dirigible “Italia” over the North Pole 
1928. Wind, fog, snow, ice, and bitter cold only 
matched the jealous hatred and stupidity the Fascist 
Italians, delay the rescue Nobile and cause the 
death some his crew and some the 
including Roald Amundsen. Even today the actions 
Nobile are debated and his trial and condemnation 
Italian Court Inquiry has been compared 
the case Alfred Dreyfus. 


the introduction, Vilhjalmur Stefanssan, 
Arctic studies, says that “This book not defense. 
reports, interprets, and understands. the book 
that needed written;” and line with this 


belief that there should cause reason for 
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writing every book, truly did need written. 
Nobile was builder airships, who dealt ineptly and 
ynsuccessfully with capitalists and politicians. Immedi- 
ately after the Arctic crash the Italia, Fascist Italy, 
controlled envious egomaniacs, tainted the name and 
Nobile. This book, the material for which 
was gathered extensive research and intensive con- 
yersations with survivors and rescuers, gives the true 
picture what happened the Arctic wastes. 


story man his greatest, his fight against 
nature, and man his worst, his failure fight 
political envy and intrigue. Nobile, excellent engi- 
neer, had built the and had flown over the 
North Pole Alaska, with Amundsen, 1926. The 
Norwegians had made the flight possible but the Italians 
the credit. Then 1928, after much political 
maneuvering, Nobile set forth the Italia, for polar 
aplorations, with second rate cast off vessel, his 
ship. was the captain this ship that was 
actually responsible for the lives lost, because his 
failure cooperate and such failure was caused his 
fear losing favor with the ruling Fascists. 


trip over unexplored land was successful, but 
ona later trip after circling the North Pole, the Italia, 
adverse winds, crashed the ice May 25, 
1928. The cabin was torn off the ice floe and the 
itself, with six men still aboard, disappeared 
from sight. Forty-five days fight for survival are 
presented stark reality, with running commentary 
the failure the Italians care about rescue efforts. 
Finally, aroused world cooperated, including French, 
Russians, Swedes and Norwegians. Tense drama 
rescue preceded the unbelievable action the Italians 
and the bitter stories released the press made the 
eturn the survivors through Europe nightmare. 


The released findings prejudiced Inquiry Board 

destroyed the genius Nobile and lost his tremendous 

Arctic scientific findings. his own words— 
“The circumstances should have increased the world’s respect 
for such arduous undertaking. Instead, because the 
manipulations the Fascist government, the entire expedi- 
tion was smeared with criticism. The tragedy and all the 
circumstances surrounding have come represent one 
the most shameful episodes that twenty year period 
slavery under which the Italian people were held.” 

wonderful portrayal great event and the back- 

drop the stage which was played. Ideal for 

these heat-laden days, and excellent any time. 


John Cullen, 
Lt. Comdr., U.S.N.R., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Calvert, James Surface the Pole 
McGraw-Hill. Aug. 1960. 220p. $4.75. 

Slowly, slowly, slowly, rose the submarine beneath the 
ice pack. Huge blocks twisted ice appeared 
the but there was way sight what 
directly overhead. The ice fathometer had said 
open water, but submarines were not built for 
rising. Heavy ice would crush the shell the 
ship, yet the Skate had come this mission see 
possible surface the polar ice. Floating ice 
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would damage the periscope and end the mission, 
not the ship itself. Suddenly the rate ascent was 
increased, the ship had reached colder layer water! 
Forty-five feet! periscope! clear view open 
air, careful measure the lake, and polar bear saw 
the first atomic submarine surface the ice the 
Arctic Ocean. 


This reader had just finished Ghost Ship the Pole, 


the story Nobile’s ill-fated flight over the North Pole 
the dirigible when the story the two 
trips the submarine Skate, under the ice, but over 
the Pole, arrived for review. Arctic terms and Arctic 
exploration history were stored away for reference, but 
quickly brought back into use and added perusal 
Commander Calvert’s description the exploits 
the U.S.S. Skate, nuclear submarine. 


one steeped Navy life for many years, and the 
reader many so-called Navy stories, based 
torical facts, this unadorned, classic, narrative the 
Navy’s greatest accomplishment was welcome sur- 
prise. Written descriptive, action-filled, smooth- 
flowing language, Surface the Pole may well used 
tribute the English teachers Annapolis and 
proof that our midshipmen are taught more than Naval 
Science the Severn. And, added proof that 
book can written enjoyed without sex pro- 
fanity. 

From the graphic story the first surfacing, Com- 
mander Calvert goes back his first interview, the 
Spring 1955, with Admiral Rickover. had been 
captain the U.S.S. Trigger, submarine, for two years, 
but was specialist engineering and had 
edge nuclear reaction. However, upon reporting 
Naval Reactors Branch, Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, was taught civilian and naval specialists 
and more especially, Rickover himself. was 
deep respect for the value time, and 
knowledge the difference between spending and 
killing it.” 

Conversation with the skipper the Nautilus, first 
nuclear submarine, centered Calvert’s attention 
polar exploration, and shares his readings this 
subject with the reader. Even this done master- 
ful way history summarized and Nansen, DeLong, 
Scott, Stefansson, Wilkins, Peary, Ellsworth and 
Amundsen and their adventures dovetail with the 
accomplishments the Skate and her crew. 


July, 1958, the third nuclear submarine leaves New 
London for the Arctic and the author gives wonder- 
ful description the Skate, way daily tour 
inspection. Taking land-sight the surface, just 
before going under the ice, the news the Nautilus’ 
crossing the North Pole dimmed the spirits the 
crew, but they were fully restored their later accom- 
plishments. Full credit given the members the 
crew and the scientific wonders that made the exploits 
possible. Full credit also given the previous ex- 
plorers, whose data helped the preparations. 


long visit with Sir Hubert Wilkins left imprint 
Commander Calvert and was honored carry 
Wilkins’ ashes his second trip the Pole March 
1959. This trip was also highly successful the 
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Skate broke the ice and surfaced the Pole the 
dead winter. brief ceremony, the ashes were 
strewn the ice that Sir Hubert had explored and 
loved. Skin divers will get thrill from the under-ice 
escapades four members the crew! 


Great honors came the ship and its crew, but the 
most prized, with all Navy men, was “Well Done” 
from Arleigh Burke, Chief Naval Operations. Lest 
this reader appear biased, read yourself. well 
worth while and restores confidence America and 


Americans. 
John Cullen 


Yates, Elizabeth The Lighted Heart 
Dutton. July 13,1960. $4.50. (I) 


This brightly written book, the biography 
couple, presumably Elizabeth and Bill Yates. They had 
known success and society European capitols until 
they made complete revision their lives when Bill’s 
injured sight augured blindness. The biography begins 
there. 


First there account the last year Bill’s seeing 
for real—a gallant preparation terms country 
house north Boston, rush explore every point 
nearby, meet some neighbors that Bill would have 
memorized much possible his surroundings be- 
fore the surgeon’s verdict after the operation, which 
was: Vision gone! 


The weeks the hospital taught Bill program self- 
help that astonishing. Home again, Elizabeth’s ingen- 
uity and devotion made every available aid workable, 
and Bill was superb student. New avenues interest 
and income turned up. Elizabeth began writing. They 
found pleasure picking berries, making jellies, growing 
flowers and vegetables, maple-sugaring; fun sharing 
with neighbors; lumber from far acre; pullets and 
eggs; dog-breeding once twice; and Bill’s work with 
the blind. 


degrees their picket fence bounded farm quad- 
rangle with barn office for Bill, along with all the 
facilities nice old buildings made useful. 


The atmosphere that pervades the Yates story one 
creative happiness,—a sort sunshine effort make 
the best everything,—two people living Christian 
principles without knowing Christ, Church affilia- 
tion, not even for Christmas, when they made pa- 
attempt centering Christmas week around 
candle. 


The Nora Unwin pen and ink drawings lend quaint 
enchantment the pleasant vistas The Lighted 
Heart. 

Rowena Rafferty, 

The Catholic News, 

New York, N.Y. 


Daniel-Rops, Henri (General Editor) 


The Twentieth Century Encyclopedia 
Catholicism, Nos. 37-44) 


The most recent volumes this major publishing effort 
Hawthorn Press, appearing the rate two each 
month, include the following titles: The Church and 


Best 


Sex, (126p. $2.95; was prepared for this series 
Trevett, British and the father three 
proposes the high Christian ideal sexuality 
modelled the union Christ and His 
herein Matthias Scheeben the inspiration. The 
thor accepts the statistics the Kinsey reports 
considers what the truly Christian response 
current hypersexual circumstances. Finally, the 
suggests how the lofty Christian ideal sexuality 
aid and solutions the problems the adolescent, 
the pre-marriage period, and married 
compelling and beautiful volume this, though quit 
realistic Robert Lesage provides mine 
tion the history, meaning and usages the 
accoutrements liturgical functions, 
all the furniture the altar, the vestments proper 
various ministers, “bell, book, and candle” 
and Church Furniture, (155p. $2.95; Ther 
Christian Philosophy? the question Maurice 
celle makes answer historical summary 
careful analysis the relationship 
and philosophy from early Christian times the 
1931 and all the dialogue that occasioned. preci 
Bréhier, Gilson, Brunschweig, Guerin, Blondel 
Tresmontant are brief and accurate, (154p. $2.95; 
nomics and philosophy, and its vital points 
tion Christianity Christianity and Communism, 
(125p. $2.95; I). closes with fervent and moving 
appeal all Christians meet the challenge 
munism everywhere the world with 
Robert Speaight, British actor and critic. 
with entertaining and informative history the 
origins and development the mystery and morality 
plays the 14th and 15th fine 
tiques the early 16th century English dramatists lead 
illuminating and most interesting discussion 
the Christian elements the tragedies and 
Shakespeare. Christian influences are notable the 
works Calderon and Lope Vega Spain, Cor 
neille and Racine France. The book closes with 
survey the works the Christian dramatists our 
own times, make this most charming 
I), Irenée-Henri Dalmais sketches briefly 
and religious background the growth the Eastem 
Churches, classifying the diversified rites under 
main groups: Syrian, Byzantine, Coptic, and discusses 
their relative antiquity and development. The volume 
provides synthesis the various rites their 
baptism, eucharist, penance, orders, matrimony, and 
particular interest this era progressive 
menism Noéle Denis-Boulet writes erudite 
position the development The Christian Calenda 
from Egyptian and Mesopotamian and Judaean prote 
types the volume under that title, (126p. $2.95; 
Her exposition provides new insights into the meaning 
the major units the cycle the Roman 
cal calendar and closes with three eloquent appeals: 
(1) that the feasts local and religious patrons 
cleared out the universal Church calendar 


the faithful may have’more contact with the 


simplicity and beauty the ancient Roman 
(to which many priest will whisper fervent Amen); 
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(2) that the feast Easter celebrated each year 
the Sunday nearest April date acceptable 
most scholars; (3) that serious consideration given 
total reform the calendar, project for the 
council The Later Middle Ages 
Guillemain splendid condensation the 
history the Roman Catholic Church the 13th, 
and 15th centuries. The reader spontaneously 
How did the Church survive? ex- 
pected, the author presupposes great deal historical 
knowledge his readers, but his exposition quite 


(122p $2.95; 


the translations read smoothly; infrequently 
the reader stumbles over obscure faulty rendition. 
Some reviewers express the wish that certain, least, 
these volumes made available the public, and 
students, more economical form. 


William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 


Steiner, Rudolph 
Friedrich Nietzsche: Fighter for Freedom 
Steiner. June 222p. $4.75. 


This study Nietzsche consists four essays. The 
first and lengthier one, written 1895, sympathetic 
and presentation what considered the 
main value Nietzsche’s thought. The other three, 
al! written 1900, the year Nietzsche died, are shorter 
studies designed measure the importance this 
troubled genius’ personality and thought. 


The reader, believe, will disconcerted basic 
and unresolved ambiguity this book. difficult 
study Nietzsche one can only say that the important 
researches published since 1900 make much this book 
superfluous. But even book presenting Steiner’s 
philosophy there cause for puzzlement. Precisely 
what Steiner held permanent worth Nietz- 
sche ascertain since the reader left 
himself strike the balance between the first highly 
afirmative essay and the latter three essays which are 
sharply and even insightfully Compounding 
the conclusion the statement the book jacket 
successful creative living.” evaluate properly this 
statement Steiner’s views must wait for pub- 
lication his other works. 


Despite this ambiguity the book does hold some value 
for the reader. its pages can encounter the spirit 
Nietzsche, that spirit which powerfully pierced 
the false ideals his time (and possibly ours): the 
virtuous” man who seeks peace mind the same 
time callous the living forces about him; 
the “philosopher” who escapes into his abstract dia- 
oblivious the vitalisms burgeoning the 
world; and the “scientist” who will content only 
human personality excluded from his observa- 
ons, 

one must sympathize with Nietzsche’s call for 
turn the instinctual, one must abhor the excesses 
Which went. Christian morality has 
the pre-rational and instinctual roots moral 
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life, (something which Nietzsche seems oblivious due 
his stark, puritanic religious milieu), but sought 
hallow these roots reason and grace. For Nietzsche 
the instinctual apotheosized something beyond all 
ideals. Steiner clearly sees that Nietzsche’s path leads 
irrationalism and nihilism but does not balance 
this judgment against the value affirms the super- 
man view. True, Steiner tries derive relatively 


autonomous instinct for knowledge from 


thought but this does not harmonize with the overall 
Nietzschean view. 


Particularly outdated and understandably light 
the time they were written, are Steiner’s views 
natural science and the originality Nietzsche. Steiner 
criticizes Nietzsche for abandoning the criterion ob- 
jective truth, lesson which should have learned 
from the natural scientist. The criticism germane 
but one that would difficult learn from contem- 
porary scientific theory. And Steiner’s prediction that 
“In the eyes the future (Nietzsche) will not 
considered original philosopher” flatly contra- 
dicted several students contemporary philosophy. 
Margaret Ingram Ris translated this volume. 


George Pepper, Ph.D., 
Iona College, 
New Rochelle, New York 


Hagedorn, Hermann The Hyphenated Family 
Macmillan. Aug. 264p. $4.50. 


This biography Mr. Hagedorn’s father with 
wanderings into the other branches the family tree. 
Mr. Hagedorn, Sr., was German immigrant who made 
“modest” fortune the New York Cotton Exchange. 
spent half the year Germany; half New 
York City, but had his heart entirely Germany. Her- 
mann, who writes the book, the “American” son, 
educated Harvard, married American girl; 
however, too spent much his time Germany. 


The book tells life from 1890 1920 amongst the 
“German-Americans” (cf. title) both the United 
States and Germany. remarkable how 
Brooklyn and Yorkville, where the Hagedorns lived, 
life was German Germany itself. 


There much the tearing hearts the First 
World War. Our author served sort American 
propagandist amongst the citizens German descent. 
worked hard this, under the guidance and help 
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, but without much en- 
couragement from the Wilson Administration. 


Hagedorn has written many books, especially lives 
Albert Schweitzer, Edwin Arlington Robinson, Leonard 
Woods and others. However does not emerge 
skillful modern writer. (He years old.) Much 
the material selects more for the “record” than 
for fond user the conventional 
phrase, which gives the book warmed-over flavor. 
This book will read chiefly people similar 
background Mr. Hagedorn, when they are 
nostalgic mood. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 
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The Inquisitors 


Andrzejewski, Jerzy 
Knopf. Aug. 


Translated from the Polish Konrad Syrop. 
15, 1960. 159p. $3.50. (IIb) 

one would expect the author, Communist sym- 
pathizer, write favorably the Spanish Inquisition. 
matter fact, perhaps few Catholics would 
apt write about with any marked enthusiasm. 
Most Catholics wish that was not part the history 
the Church. However, treat the Spanish Inquisi- 
tion Andrzejewski does grossly unfair. Much 
one may dislike Friar Tomas Torquemada and his 
methods, one may still maintain that was not 
murderer and hypocrite, this author maintains. 
Fortunately the methods used today win over dis- 
senters are not the same Christian countries were 
used those countries the fifteenth century. The 
methods abandoned the Christian countries are now 
unfortunately being used the Communist nations. 


writing this indictment totalitarian 
commendable project itself, the author pictures Tor- 
quemada speaking follows justification the 
terrorism practiced: “Because man wretched his 
fear not merely necessary but indispensable One 
day run out culprits shall have create 
more Our power, son, based universal 
fear wife must mistrust her husband, parents 
must fear their children must have many 
laws and much fear.” 


Going much further, however, the author fabricates 
account which the Dominican committeed murder. 
are told that one occasion, Torquemada took 
from “his habit scapular and emptied its contents 
into the jug wine.” Catholics will realize once 
that scapulars are not designed receptacles 
for poison for anything else. However, the poison 
was put into the wine and few moments per- 
fectly innocent man was induced drink and die 
from its effects. Finally, just before Torquemada’s 
death, the friar portrayed trying end the In- 
quisition and saying, “It’ll necessary, son, 
learn live without God and without Satan They 
don’t exist.” The translator might well have avoided 
such frequent use contractions, especially the bar- 
barous the author himself might well have 
avoided his objective portraying Torquemada 
deliberate murderer. regrettable that the book 
based such misrepresentation. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Gruber, Jacob Conscience Conflict 
Columbia University. Aug. 1960. 286p. $6.50. (Ila) 


This the life St. George Jackson Mivart (1827- 
1900), biologist and anthropologist, who 
ably the first modern Catholic protagonist evolu- 
tion. While not one the greats the time Dar- 
win, was certainly important enough rate biog- 
raphy. far know, this the first one. 

Mivart became convert Catholicism 1844, when 
the position Catholics England was still very 
poor. became devoted biology, but there 
was formal training that subject the time, 


studied law, and (as naturalists did 
century England) picked biology his own. 


published variety topics, but became 
cially known for his work the osteology 
primates, particularly the Lemuroids (the least 
primates). From the beginning was 
the strict sense that term. other 
doubted the all-satisfying nature Natural 


result his disagreement with Darwinism, 
became estranged from Darwin and Huxley, 
which pained him very much. 1871, 
his best-known book, the Genesis Species, 
result which was given Doctor’s degree 
Leo XIII. His attitude toward evolution first 
favorably viewed the Church. Later, however, 
series private acts, Leroy, Zahm and Bishop 
were either asked withdraw their works from the 
market were otherwise admonished. Since 
persons held essentially the same position 
there was occasion here for Mivart feel the strain, 
although personally never was the object 
act. 


For while Mivart remained the 
Catholic scientist England. His work, however, 
into rut, and lost larger significance among his 
low-scientists. continued his osteology, but devoted 
his attention proposing types animals, rather 
ing work with evolutionary theme. also 
gaged several controversies, and was prolific write 
Catholic journals. 

1892 his first article “Happiness Hell” 
peared. developed the thesis, consistent with 
general view that there should more liberalism and 
progress thought within the Church, that 
rebelled against merciful God creating 
taining eternal hell. Eventually, these articles wer 
formally condemned Rome, and this ied his 
open break with the Church. After writing number 
articles the effect that reason and revelation could 
not happily combined the Catholic Church 
his day, was excommunicated Cardinal Vaughan, 
and, after his death, buried unconsecrated ground. 
His friends adduced diabetes the cause his strang: 
actions Vaughan’s successor, and the body was 
translated Catholic cemetery. 


The author accurately (it seems me) diagnoses th: 
real reason for Mivart’s break with the Church. 
latest writings were not new phenomenon, but 
Mivart wished summon every idea the bar 
reason, but was his bar reason. 


spite this excellent analysis the end the 
book, the author leaves the impression throughout the 
work that Mivart was always fighting reactionary 
within the Church. This was partly true, but the 
author seems unaware the attitude the true 
olic toward revelation and toward authority 
Church. For the Catholic, revelation 
and faith, that sense, above reason. But the 
Catholic never fears the process the 
reason, because that there can never 
real, point-to-point opposition between revelation 


true reason. The same God, Who cannot 
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ing yarn that gives the devil more than his 
juvenile delinquents and neurotic 
woman produce murder Greenwich Village Ruth 
Fenison’s But Not Forgotten, (Doubleday. 189p. $2.95; 
I); but the plot thin and leans mostly atmosphere 
Valley Smugglers Arthur Upfield, (Doubleday. 
192p. $2.95; I), brings back Inspector Bonaparte and 


Himself, revealed some truths, and makes possible 
for others arrived human endeavor. Again, 
the Catholic’s attitude toward authority the Church 
that loving child toward his parent. This au- 
thority that Christ Himself, and not purely 
legal institutional power. The author would have 
deeper reading the area the rela- 


the 
evolved 


between faith and reason. sends him underground among the inhabitants the 

All all, the author has produced well documented Valley Cork attempt solve the murder 
Sm, the evolutionary theory. detective story, pleasant diversion into the mores 

author the memorable Laura, something more than 


Fordham University, 


who murdered Evvie Ashton, the beautiful promis- 
was cuous model who shared studio Chicago with the 
ver, Clue Works narrator, Louise Goodman, advertising-copy writer. 
the McBain’s latest novel the 87th Precinct, The the somewhat leisurely progress the com- 
Heckler, sets elaborate scheme rob bank story, exceptionally well done; but the mores 
two million dollars while the police and fire the characters, their lack any founded moral code, 


forces what insists imaginary city engaged 
trying cope with dozen other critical situations 
contrived the robbers; but the story marred un- 
necessary sex-spicing, (Simon and Schuster. 254p. $2.95; 
Follow Helen Reilly, (Random House. 
$2.95; I), starts with embezzlement two 
hundred thousand dollars, airplane crash and not- 


will not recommend the general reader (Harper. 
341p. $4.95; IIb) Flesh and Blood Bruce Palmer, 
(Simon and Schuster. 155p. $3.50; hardly sus- 
pense story, but distinguished for the portrait 
French detective, Inspector Picard, who realist but 
France, has squire about his noxiously coy mother- 


strain, 


got 
his fel 


writer 


ith his 
and 
reason 


widow, winds ablaze gunfire with 
Inspector Todhunter operating off base 
Phoenix Home the Prisoner Jean Potts, 
189p. $2.95; brings man convicted 
manslaughter back his home town and imbroglio 
involving his divorced wife, his alienated son, his 
former partner’s widow, the hardware-store owner she 
had married, and the solution the man 
recovering from nervous breakdown, crack 


in-law who not only sickeningly sentimental but also 
longtime lush. When she dies heart attack, the 
stupid fellow pushes her body into the trunk his 
(her) car, and stolen. Suspected murder? 
Yes, but not for long. 


Brief Comment 
Canning, Victor 


for national magazine, suspected mur- The Burning Eye 
dering little girl because the one who can establish Morrow. Aug. 255p. $3.75. (Ila) 

his alibi his former sweetheart now married the freighter carrying small complement passengers 
officer charge the case Stephen Ransome’s into the tiny Somaliland port port Sugulli for 
The Unspeakable, (Doubleday. 192p. $2.95; suffered during monsoon storm and capsizes 
rch The Mercenaries, Donald Westlake, the harbor, leaving its passengers stranded what 
House. 208p. $2.95; IIb), first novel that tries Passes for inn. engineer’s report discovery 


later 


outdo the crassness, materialism and “realism” the 
more, plodding and not well plotted 
Sarah Gainham’s new tale political intrigue, 


oil intercepted the local sultan, the engineer 
and his native wife are killed keep the find secret. 
Inevitably all the ship’s survivors are drawn into the 
plot keep the oil for Somaliland and are marked for 


The Silent Hostage, (Dutton. 224p. $3.00; IIb), set slaughter. The result another fine, taut-strung ad- 
Yugoslavia but sags weak plot story author who knows his east-African 
Hall Death Nedra Tyre, (Simon and Schuster. background and who can make any reader squirm 
pride $2.95; taut chiller about murder until the last page. The cast headed 
reformatory The Cadaver Gideon Wyck debarred doctor who was ship’s surgeon, and includes 
Alexander Laing, (Macmillan. 228p. $2.95; IIb), matron, confidence man the run, 
the edition earlier work; the cutting humorous dove-dancer, the local representa- 
the the improbable action for mature readers tive the Italian protectorate, wily Arab cook, 
Michael Innes’ The Case Sonya Wayward, cockney mate, guilt-ridden missioner, and several other 
the Mead. 218p. $2.95; I), gets off slow start, minor characters. Recommended for 
picks after few chapters and sets swift readers. 
the about the death his wife; witty and capped Bentley, Phyllis Kith and Kin 
poetic justice Leonard Holton follows Macmillan. July 224p. $3.95. (1) 
Father Brown tradition Father Bredder detects This book nine rather mediocre short stories, 
smell evil most diabolical crime Pact printed very un-crowded pages, thin volume. 


radict 


with Satan, (Dodd, Mead. 181p. $2.95; I); interest- 


The stories however, are not thin scope; some 
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them include three generations, saga-wise. Consequent- 
some the stories resemble extended outlines. The 
subject matter the stories life Yorkshire, Eng- 
land, where Miss Bentley lives. The people 
ordinary people the upper middle classes. Each 
story ends with twist which reminds little 
Henry. 
One the stories called “Cousins.” the others, 
too, have “Kith and Kin” titles.) The “cousins” con- 
cerned are Richard, Bill and Kitty, ranging age from 
Richard saves Kitty and Bill from drowning. 
This debt weighs heavily the mind Bill. Years 
later Bill wishes marry Kitty but refuses propose 
because thinks, wrongly, that Richard loves her. 
Kitty marries local architect and poor Bill mourns 
and haunted more than ever the recollection 
his debt Richard. Finally financial ruin threatens 
Richard. Bill saves him ruining himself 
melancholy tale pages comes dismal close. 
Miss Bentley amateur writer. She has written 
nineteen novels and various essays life America, 
the Brontes, and the art narration. 

James Ball, 

Buffalo, New York 


Cloete, Stuart The Fiercest Heart 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 435p. $4.95. (IIb) 
Stuart Cloete’s latest novel contains Biblical allusions, 


Wild West overtones, and has Africa its setting. 
This novel concerned with the formidable and dan- 


gerous passage northward the Boers during the 


1830’s. These descendants the Dutch colonists left 
their homes the vicinity Cape Colony and trekked 
into the unknown vastness Africa seek new and 
rich lands upon which build new homes. These 
people were also seeking freedom—freedom within the 
confines their religious aspirations. Cloete intro- 
duces the reader the Prinsloo family; the aged Wil- 
lem, leader the expedition; Tante Maria, matron 
his household; and Francina, granddaughter, whose ex- 
ploits are those rugged male. Francina gradually 
comes the realization that there are two sexes and 
that the male the species has specific interests the 
female. 

Cloete’s tale this trek highly episodic nature 
due digressions involving other characters, some 
questionable. the purpose the novelist was tell 
tale filled with adventure, falls short his goal. 

Robert Lodge, 


University Scranton 


Murray, Anybody’s Spring 
Vanguard. May 25, 1960. 303p. $3.95. (Ila) 

There something bardic about the writing A.A. 
Murray. was more pronounced perhaps The 
Blanket, her strangely moving first novel about African 
tribesmen; but present well Anybody’s Spring 
where she turns her attention the crises that rock 
Jewish family Johannesburg the spring the war ended. 
Isaac Fonk essentially heroic figure—a benign, im- 
mensely wealthy old man, powerful yet altogether in- 
corrupt. The spring after the war, however, the curse 
antisemitism stalks his family and their happiness. 


Best 


His gentile wife has never been able transcend 
and has poisoned their marriage. His son 
relief from disastrously irresponsible gesture. 
the end, only his wife’s illegitimate daughter 
him salvaging something value from the 
Miss Murray uses language with the respect and 
the accomplished craftsman. Almost any paragraph 
chosen random will illustrate her flawless 
ation questions melody and style. Hers, 
writing that begs read aloud. addition, the 
reader quickly impressed her superiority 


novelist, for halfway through almost any given 


will find his imagination engaged will feel 
flesh crawl. 
Recommended adults moving demonstration 
how tragically vulnerable man race hatred and 
what strength requires survive. 
William Walsh, S.J. 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Markandaya, Kamala Silence Desire 
Day. Aug. 3,1960. 230p. $4.00. 
This the story Dandekar, government clerk and 
his devoted wife Sarojini. The happiness their 
riage threatened sequence events. The 
talk some fellow office-workers, the chance discovery 
strange man’s photograph the family trunk, the 
absence Sarojini several occasions when arrives 
home from work, all combine arouse the suspicions 
Dandekar. here that see the reason for the 
title the novel. Two hearts are saddened silence, 
concealment and mere exchange surface 
time when there was real need for mutual 
burdening hearts. 
with shock that Dandekar learns that his wife 
suffering from growth tumor and that her absences 
from home have been occasioned her visits 
Swami for faith-healing therapy. How the difficulties 
are resolved makes interesting story which written 
with simplicity, warmth and tenderness. The 
acterization Sarojini, the Swami and the kindly 
office supervisor will win the admiration many 
readers. 

James Harley, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington, 


Wibberley, Leonard The Hands Cormac 
Putnam. Aug. 126p. $2.95. 


This unusual story about unusual people, about 
islanders who live off the coast County Galway, 
Ireland. Mr. Wibberley tells storm which 
threatened the Galway coast and the manner 
which that storm affected some the islanders. But, 
though the story could surely true, the author does 
not make sound convincing. The characters are true 
encugh life, but somehow they have not been made 
come alive. There dreamlike quality here which 
makes feel that Mr. Wibberley has failed grasp 
the reality his situation. Even when the storm strikes 
seems far away. Perhaps because the 
prose used throughout the book does not suit the 
author’s theme, theme that might better suited, 
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say, the genius Liam How- 
adolescents might find something rewarding 
this The unreal quality world that should 
real might appeal them. 
Mairin Elias, 
Gardwood, New Jersey 


Sprigge, Sylvia Berenson: Biography 
Houghton, Mifflin. Aug. 287p. $5.00. 

This leisurely and yet scholarly biography one 
the most charming and intelligent gentlemen the 
frst half the twentieth century, Bernard Berenson. 
was American, but lived most his life 
Europe, chiefly his villa near Florence, which 
stream people came learn from his life- 
study art. Born poor Jewish family 
Lithuania, came with the family Boston and knew 
poverty there; but spite it, managed graduate 
Harvard and attract the interest the rather 
Mrs. Isabella Stewart Gardner, for whose 
magnificent Fenway Court, now private 
museum not far from Boston’s Public Art Museum, 
chose most the paintings. His marriage 
Mary Smith Costelloe was happy one that endured 
throughout his life. His writings are considered au- 
thoritative well charming style. Eminently 
readable, this biography tribute eternelles 
genial soul and will send many reader looking for and 
looking paintings and sculpture with better under- 
standing. adequately indexed and illustrated with 
photographs its subject and some the pictures 
mentioned, 


Derry, Sam The Rome Escape Line 
Norton. Aug. 12,1960. 239p. $3.95. 


Major (now Lt. Col.) Derry was prisoner war 
Italy, escaped jumping from train taking him and 
other prisoners northward Germany before the Allied 
advance the Italian peninsula, and made his perilous 
way Rome get aid, possible, for hundreds 
other escapees who had fled into the countryside from 
other camps when the Italian guards simply walked 
away and left them the collapse the Italian gov- 
emment. was fortunate enough come under the 
protection indomitable Irish Monsignor attached 
and living the Collegium Teutonicum, extra- 
territorial possession the Vatican. With the assist- 
ance the resourceful Monsignor and number 
other priests, and the invaluable aid John May, butler 
the British Legation the Vatican, and the cour- 
help many Romans, men and women high 
and low station, set and maintained escape, 
network which supported more than three thousand 
Allied forces men and about Rome for over year. 
improvisations and should prove excellent source 
thrilling movie script. 


Lewis, The Four Loves 
Harcourt, Brace. July 27,1960. 192p. $3.75. 

After discussing and loves for the sub-human,” 
attachment pets, for example, Dr. Lewis gets down 
cases and takes turn, one might say progressive- 
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Affection, Friendship, Erotic Love and Charity, the 
last which course love God. The writing 
clear and non-technical, also well-balanced and 
much more deeply thought than appears the surface. 
commends itself any who require, and many do, 
antidote the pervading pseudo-Freudian sex- 
underlies-everything poison. its final chapter 
beautifully done and thoroughly sound. 


Buchwald, Art Don’t Forget Write 
World. Aug. 316p. $3.95. 

Mr. Buchwald has been writing column for the Paris 
edition the (New York) Herald Tribune for the past 
twelve years, and recently has had his columns syndi- 
cated the United States. This comprises 
selected from the 12-year harvest, and they are pleasant- 
humorous, sometimes witty, often sharply observed 
comments Americans abroad, telephoning and taxi- 
ing Paris, the hardships being tourist, reports 
excursions other parts Europe. makes good 
book for bedside chairside, you can dip into any- 
where and stop any time. 


Blanton, Smiley The Healing Power Poetry 
Crowell. Aug. 15,1960. 202p. $3.95. (I) 


Dr. Blanton leading psychiatrist and has been 
collaborator with Norman Vincent Peale, who writes 
the introduction this book. Dr. Blanton’s suggestion 
that the reading poetry, the memorization some 
favorite selections repeated times stress 
gloom, may help alleviate anxiety, loneliness, grief, 
depression, the sorrow parting, feeling frustration 
and inadequacy, based his experience with hun- 
dreds cases, many which refers briefly 
his eleven capters. has included number ap- 
propriate poems and hymns for each condition, but 
with few exceptions has preferred rely poems that 
have proved their worth and their effectiveness through 
several generations. Shakespeare, Whittier, Keats, 
Donne, Matthew Arnold, Holmes, Longfellow, 
Lowell, Stevenson are among the many poets repre- 
sented. significant, too, that Dr. Blanton insists 
the therapeutic value deep faith God’s provi- 
dence dealing with neuroses. 


Alpert, Hollis Some Other Time 
Knopf. Aug. 15,1960. 275p. $3.75. (III) 


The scene Paris and the time the spring 1946, after 
the end World War and after most the offices 
SHAEF and Western Base Section had been closed 
moved Frankfurt. young first lieutenant 
returns there from his last assignment Germany and 
accepts his discharge there order spend his ac- 
cumulated terminal leave woo Russian girl had 
known there earlier assignment. finds three 
other young lieutenants his acquaintance, two 
whom are living with French girls, Frank with the 
young widow Ernestine; Sebastian with the older di- 
vorcee Ginette. Sebastian’s former fiancée, India Gibbs, 
arrives from Philadelphia, ostensibly reestablish ties 
with former clients her father, but actually try 
recapture Sebastian. Robert Mackay, the narrator, finds 
his Olivia but she elusive and suffers from palpita- 
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tions unpredictable times, although she suffers from 
moral scruples. Inevitably, India and Mac grow 
fond each other and the hurried denouement, 
Sebastian settling down with Ginette, Frank has aban- 
doned Ernestine, Olivia dismisses Mac and India gets 
him. The atmosphere authentic enough but does 
not beneath the surface casual observation and 
Michelin guide-book The insistent at- 
tention sexuality unsavory and distasteful. 


Kelland, Clarence The Monitor Affair 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 218p. $3.50. (I) 


This certainly not the standard the usual 
Kelland tale. The dialogue stilted, the plot 
moves creakily and the characterization sketchy 
best. There villain and villainess who are 
cahoots former slave-traders betting the Con- 
federacy who try stop the Monitor from being built; 
but there is, course, indefectible gentlemanly 
Swede who assistant John Ericsson who foils the 
villains and wins the heart the Southern belle who 
just cain’t make her mind which the nice side 
on. poor novel, will make good screen 
scenario, and that perhaps what was intended. 


Heatter, Gabriel There’s Good News Tonight 
Doubleday. Aug. 19, 1960. 216p. $3.95. 


The popular news commentator tells how struggled 
overcome his fears, fears which almost drove him 
into complete breakdown. honest and frank 
appraisal one man’s battle win dominion over 
himself and the baffling forces which threatened time 
after time end his career. Gradually, with the self- 
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effacing help his devoted wife and with the 
agement friends, and through realization that other 
were often afraid yet found courage within them. 
selves overcome their fears, finds himself 
The story will come something revelation 
thousands fans who never doubted was complete. 
confident and self-controlled. 


Price, Stanley Crusading for Kronk 
Putnam. Aug. 12,1960. $3.50. (IV) 
This youthful attempt combine the suave 
Wodehouse and the jolly, semi-serious sexual 
amorality Thorn Smith. The subject 
tions excellent one for good live 
satirical novel and such novel bound come along 
soon. But Crusading for Kronk not that novel. 
author, 28-year-old Londoner, was formerly 
porter for Life magazine; has sense humor 
the sense that perceives many the 
and outright silliness tye awesome private, 
personal foundations, their magnificently noble 
tives, and their Madison Avenue characters 
mand. This novel, however, not really 
ment that potential gold mine 
Foundation aspect merely the sketchy frame within 
which the central character’s sex life “developed, 
expanded, and matured.” The book not bad 
amateurish, dull, and sophomoric. Don’t buy 
don’t borrow it, not even when comes out 
cent edition. is, regret report, waste time 
and money. 

Joseph Maloney, 

Governor’s Office, 

Boston, Massachuetts 
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